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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Shakespeare’s language and works are endlessly fascinating on many levels: linguistically, historically, politically, socially, and culturally.
2. Gaining an introductory understanding of Shakespeare's work will increase your enjoyment of both his language and performance
3. Gaining an introductory understanding of Shakespeare's work is to see how it fits into his life and times.
4. Understanding of the Shakespearean language develops when students are engaged with the text in a close analysis of the words, images, and figures of speech.
5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the Shakespearean  text
6. Readers of Shakespeare will respond to his plays as both written language and oral performance.
7. Interpreting Shakespeare’s text through performance will be discussed in contrast to the written word on the page.

8. Understanding the genres of tragedy, comedy, romance, and history will enhance an understanding of the types of plays Shakespeare wrote.
9. Shakespeare’s universal themes help to shape human thought.

10. Shakespeare and his readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

11. Elizabethan culture and Shakespeare’s life affect the way language and stereotypes are used in his plays. 
12. Developing insight during class discussions makes the Shakespearean language and themes more discernible.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Introduction to Shakespeare and His Language

“Words, words, words.”   Hamlet II.ii

	Essential Question: How can I become a Shakespearean actor?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Interact actively with the text through performance of short scenes and stage directing

	Understand how to work in a group to act out the parts of a scene

	Understand that the scene about to be acted can sustain multiple perspectives

	Know how to ‘act out’ images 

	Know the importance of words to Shakespeare’s plays and poetry

	Know the form of a sonnet


	Suggested Strategies
	· Get students excited about ‘hands-on’ Shakespeare with a comic scene to ‘perform’

· Design the scene
· Use props to act out a particular Shakespearean  image (Image choices to act out like “Death lies on her like an untimely frost.” or “How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is/To have a thankless child.”)

· Explore the ways of bringing out the comic potential of the many stage directions that Shakespeare builds into the lines (using Two Gentlemen of Verona)

· Chart formal elements of a Shakespearean sonnet

	Suggested Assessments
	· Memorize sonnet/speech

· Performance of a scene

· Vocabulary test – literary words

	Suggested Resources
	· Two Gentlemen of Verona—Lance’s speech about his dog Crab; II.ii

· Discovering Shakespeare’s Language (Cambridge School Shakespeare) Rex Gibson and Janet Pickering 
· Shakespeare’s Sonnets

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Record student performances for digital display

	Content Vocabulary
	· Figurative language, image, imagery, stage direction, metaphor, simile, pun, quatrain, riming couplet, iambic pentameter, blank verse, comedy

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


The Taming of the Shrew

	Essential Question: How does the war between the sexes create comedy and ultimately produce love and harmony?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the play’s language—especially the language of the curse, the patterns of imagery in reference to dream and reality, money and love

	Understand the juxtaposition between the feminine world of love and the masculine world of commerce

	Discern Shakespeare’s use of the roles of men and women especially in marriage, the roles of parents and children

	Understand the genre of comedy in this play as an example of romantic comedy

	Analyze the conclusion of the final act of this play as it reveals a liberated Kate whose submission is to love and the order it brings--or as a Kate, who is a submissive wife whose spirit has been conquered in the ‘taming’

	Identify mythological sources within texts

	Recognize the use of foils in the play—Kate and Bianca; Lucentio and Petruchio; Baptista and Vincentio 

	Be able to identify juxtaposition of characters and setting


	Suggested Strategies
	· Close-reading analyses of selected scenes/speeches

· Reenact scenes

· View various film versions

· Character, imagery, language analyses

· Compare gender roles in marriages and households

	Suggested Assessments
	· Speech analyses
· Student direction of a scene 
· Webquest

· Dramatic recitation of 15-25 lines to illustrate student’s understanding of the language as well as the rhythm of the poetry

	Suggested Resources
	· The Taming of the Shrew—Folger edition
· Setting Shakespeare Free

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Webquest
· Virtual Globe Theater

	Content Vocabulary
	· Shrew, comedy, induction, pun, Four Humours, Great Chain of Being, juxtaposition/dichotomy, cuckold

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


The Merchant of Venice

	Essential Question: How does prejudice get in the way of love?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand a range of definitions of “human” in Shakespeare’s characters ranging between beast and god

	Understand core issues of humanity: confronting death, love, betrayal, loyalty, power and authority

	Understand tensions between the individual and his society

	Understand the challenges of prejudice presented in the play

	Understand the difference between the romantic love of Portia and Bassanio and the idealized, poetic love of Jessica and Lorenzo

	Recognize the panoply of ethnic sterotypes and biases


	Suggested Strategies
	· Analyze a play through multiple literary critical approaches

· Place characters on a beast/god continuum

· Diagram a character’s internal vs. external presentation of personality

· Analyze society’s expectations of individuals
· Identify prejudices reflected among stereotyped characters
· Explore characterization (internal, external, actions, words)

	Suggested Assessments
	· Role-play 

· Create a metaphor for a character

· Create a parody of a scene or character

	Suggested Resources
	· Setting Shakespeare Free, Folger’s Website

· The Merchant of Venice

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Online self-assessment of prejudice

· ComicLife

· Internet research

	Content Vocabulary
	· Prejudice, human, anti-Semitism, usury, motif

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Julius Caesar

	Essential Question: How do those in authority manipulate the masses to solidify power?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Learn and study the Roman history of  the assassination of Caesar

	Understand the psychology of masses and mob mentality

	Understand the tension between personal will and social obligation

	Know how language can be used to manipulate, inflame, control

	Understand the techniques of rhetoric such as repetition, tone, parallel structure, metaphor, imagery


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify the elements of rhetoric

· Simulation – mob mentality

· Research famous speeches and their effectiveness

· Analyze Caesar’s character –especially his physical defects and egotistical arrogance to determine whether his assassination is justified

· Analyze Anthony’s and Brutus’s character to determine their parts/motives in the assassination 

· Explore a contemporary circumstance where personal will and social obligation are in conflict

· Identify and analyze news articles that reflect personal will vs. social obligation

· Create a survey surrounding the Core Ethical Values and individual will

· Summarize, paraphrase texts to build reading comprehension skills

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a persuasive speech

· Test

· Write an objective article for the school newspaper about a circumstance in which the conflict of personal will and social obligation is present

	Suggested Resources
	· Mean Girls selected scene

· Dante’s Inferno
· Film versions

· Antony and Cleopatra

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Research flash mobs

· Survey results charts

	Content Vocabulary
	· repetition, tone, parallel structure, metaphor, imagery, hubris

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Othello

	Essential Question:  What power does language have?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand how language is used to create and destroy (persuasion, rhetoric)

	Understand the relationship between appearance and reality 

	Understand the archetypal underpinnings of order (trust, loyalty, fidelity) and disorder (jealousy, deceit, betrayal)

	Know how staging determines audience perception and interpretation

	Understand the function of soliloquy

	Understand the Aristotelian definition of TRAGIC HERO


	Suggested Strategies
	· Word map of Othello (Turk, Moor, etc.)

· Discuss the role of the black Moor in Elizabethan England

· Trace images of commerce

· Compare the commerical world of Venice and its use of language to the world of romance and poetry

· Compare word metaphor to Hamlet   “poison in the ear”

· Recognize language as pun and double-entendre

· Trace the progression of the language of Iago—profane and bawdy—and Othello—poetic and eloquent—to the last act of the play

· Chart the opposition of Venice and Cyprus as order and disorder

· Identify and analyze characters who are insiders and outsiders

· Analyze the motives/reasons why Iago does what he does

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a literary critical essay

· Write an analysis of  the imagery of a speech/soliloquy to reveal significances about the play

· Write stage directions for two different versions of the same scene

· Cumulative test

	Suggested Resources 
	· Othello film

· Othello

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Film the two versions of the same scene

· Music

· Glogster.com digital posters

	Content Vocabulary
	· connotation, denotation, juxtaposition, soliloquy

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values
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